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2 March 2014
Love is the spirit of this church, the quest of truth its sacrament, service its prayer.

Introduction to UU
Discussion Group #3
The Philosophy of Religious Exploration and Education
Lighting the Chalice & Opening Reading  
#439 Singing the Living Tradition  
"We Gather in Reverence," Sophia Lyon Fahs
Introduction: Something learned early that has served well…
Story:  The Wind in Both Ears
People with RE Teaching Experience

Introduction to Tapestry of Faith

Closing & Extinguishing the Chalice

#652 Singing the Living Tradition   
"The Great End of Religious Instruction" William Ellery Channing
~~~~~~~~~~~
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Isn't half the job of becoming educated learning to ask the right questions? — Edith Hunter, 20th-century Unitarian religious educator








The Wind in Both Ears


Angus MacLean (Boston: Beacon Press, 1965).





My father sent me up from the root cellar to see about the wind. He was rechecking the winter's potatoes to remove all signs of rot and was planning on setting out nets for some fresh cod later on. Was there a steady breeze, he wanted to know. Yes, there was. "Now face it," he said, "so that the wind sings in both your ears. Then tell me where your nose points to."





... .We wonder about truth, about all the whats and whys and whithers of life. Wondering is very important, but it should bear the fruits of faith and thought, and it should turn our faces to whatever is coming down the winds of time and circumstance. We should be finding ourselves on the highway to the realization of great human goals, but here is no clear light on the highway except as an individual may see it for himself [sic].





... What is it that's coming down the wind to meet us? We have decided to make do with an orientation in this life, and all that lies between us and life's exits calls for courage, thought, and imagination, and active concern...





... Anyway, let's keep the wind singing in both ears, and pray for the courage to interpret and act upon what it brings to us.








Coming Events





16 March  14:00


Sunday Service, Hainerberg Chapel





29 March (Saturday)


Spring Field Trip Series


#1 - Worms Cathedral/Jewish Ghetto/Purification Baths





Tapestry of Faith offers a vision shaped by these key beliefs:





All people are lovable beings of infinite worth, imbued with powers of the soul. We are obligated to use our gifts, talents, and potentials in the service of life.


We carry on our Unitarian Universalist religious heritage and are part of a community of faith that has value and provides resources for living.


We honor our responsibility for the care and creative transformation of our religious heritage and community of faith.


We are moral agents who can make a difference in the lives of other people:


challenging structures of social and political oppression


promoting the health and well-being of the planet


acting in the service of diversity, justice and compassion


We recognize the need for community and affirm the importance of families, relationships and connections between and among the generations.


We appreciate the value of spiritual practice as a means of deepening faith and integrating beliefs and values with everyday life.


Joy and Sadness are all part of our lives: hope, mystery, joy, healing, and personal transformation come together with life's challenges.


What are the goals of this program?





Ethical development


Spiritual development


Unitarian Universalist identity


Faith development


For more information contact �HYPERLINK "mailto:web@uua.org"��web @ uua.org�.











Tapestry of Faith Programs and Resources Children’s Programs


� HYPERLINK "http://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/index.shtml" ��http://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/index.shtml�


A Selection….





Wonderful Welcome (K/1)  By Aisha Hauser and Susan Lawrence


In this program, children identify intangible gifts central to Unitarian Universalism such as friendship, hospitality and fairness, and share these gifts with others. The gifts explored in Wonderful Welcome are all components of welcome, itself a core Unitarian Universalist value. Children are encouraged to think about the intangible gifts they bring to the world, and intangible gifts they receive. Children find safe, positive and intentional ways to relate to one another, their families, and the world around them as they investigate how they use gifts they cannot see or touch to welcome others in their lives.





Love Will Guide Us (2/3)  By Rev. Alice Anacheka-Nasemann and Cathy Cartwright


In this program, participants learn to seek guidance in life through the lens of our Unitarian Universalist Sources, with an emphasis on love. Together we ask questions such as, "Where did we come from?" "What is our relationship to the Earth and other creatures?" "How can we respond with love, even in bad situations?" "What happens when you die?" Sessions apply wisdom from our Sources to help participants answer these questions. Participants will learn that asking questions is valued in Unitarian Universalism, even as they begin to shape their own answers. 





Windows and Mirrors (4/5) By Gabrielle Farrell, Natalie Fenimore and Dr. Jenice View


This program nurtures children’s ability to acknowledge their own experiences and perspectives and to seek out, care about and respect those of others. Sessions unpack topics that lend themselves to diverse experiences and perspectives—for example, faith heritage, public service, anti-racism and prayer. Underlying the program is the lesson that there are always multiple viewpoints.


The metaphor of windows and mirrors represents the dynamic relationship among our awareness of self, our perceptions of others, and others’ perceptions of us. An art activity throughout the program gives children a way to respond to the metaphor creatively to each session’s topic. As a mirror, the panel reflects aspects of the individual child. As a window, it represents the child’s view beyond themselves to the congregation, other communities to which they belong and the world.











